The Bridge
Connecting the Community
at Christ Church Anglican, Echuca

Welcome
To the first edition of the new look Bridge!
There may be some who don’t know, or can’t
remember, why our monthly newsletter is called
the Bridge. It’s not because we look forward to
the new issue of the Bridge more than we look
forward to the new bridge in town! The Bridge
came into being in 1977, at a time when the
parishes of Christ Church in Echuca and St.
James’ in Moama shared ministry, life and staff
in a more formal way. The title of the monthly
magazine, the Bridge, reflected the connection
between the two churches. Though the formal
co-operation didn’t last, the name for the
newsletter stuck. I recognise it’s a bit ironic,
having the first issue of the new look Bridge
come out while we’re still in lockdown and at a
time when the Bridge, which normally unites
our community, is for the moment a place of
division and disruption. However, we look
forward to a time when the new bridge is built,
the old bridge flows freely once more, and our
church, and community is connected again. Til
then, enjoy the Bridge!
Rev. George J. Hemmings
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Are we there yet…
Rev. George J. Hemmings
Recently I had the chance to meet with several other
clergy from around the Diocese of Bendigo. As is the
way of things these days, we did not meet in person
but over Zoom. Whilst I’m a little over meeting in that
way, it was good to see and share with others. I can’t
remember who it was, but someone in that meeting
articulated what we’re all feeling, that overwhelming
sense of ‘Are we there yet?’ It’s the kind of question
we’re used to the kids asking on any trip that’s more
than five minutes, but it fits well with what we’re
experiencing now. Are we there yet?

Rev. George J.
Hemmings
george@christchurchechuca.org

0408 598 648
Day Off – Thursday
(normally)

In some ways this question, and the sense of fatigue
with which we ask it, is behind the second wave of
Covid-19 infections in Melbourne. When restrictions
were first imposed, we all adapted well. We threw
ourselves into the initial lockdown, embracing (or just
enduring) the challenges of distance learning and
working from home. While there were initial
inconveniences and insane incidents over toilet paper
and other everyday items, before long we all settled
down. But then the curved flattened and so too did
our enthusiasm.
Although at the outset it was made clear that this virus
and the restrictions it imposed would be with us until a
vaccine is developed, we hadn’t fully grasped what
this meant and just how long it would last. And so we
became complacent. Sure, it’s easy to blame ‘those’
people down in Melbourne, or the ‘government’ or
anybody else, but we all grew a little lax.
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In a sense that’s completely understandable, given
how vigorously we threw ourselves into the initial
response. There is only so long you can run on
adrenaline, and even the best runners can’t sprint for
an entire marathon. The second wave has hit harder,
in part because we’re fatigued. Just when we were
expecting life to return to ‘normal’ we’re find ourselves
taking a big step backwards. And so we ask
ourselves, ‘Are we there yet?’
The Bible doesn’t give us any special insight into
when this will all be over. But there are a few ways it
does help us as we ask, ‘Are we there yet?’ Firstly, it
legitimises the question and lets us know that it’s
alright to ask it, even of God. Over and over again the
Psalms ask God, ‘How long?’ Secondly, it reminds us
that patience is a virtue, and one that God’s people
have exhibited throughout history. Think of Abraham
waiting for God’s promises to be fulfilled, the long wait
of the Exile, and the even longer wait for the Messiah
to arrive. Now we wait, with eager expectation for
Christ to return. Finally, the Bible teaches us what we
should do while we wait. The last thing we want is to
ask, ‘Are we there yet?’ and for God to answer, ‘Yes’
but then we find we’re totally unprepared. Think of all
the parables Jesus told about servants being caught
napping when their master came home. While we
wait, we’re to devote ourselves to doing God’s will,
seeking day by day to become more like Christ, and
sharing the light, life and love of Jesus with those
around us.
Friends, while we wait, let’s do so with patience, faith
and hope so we smile as we ask, ‘Are we there yet?’
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Turn, O LORD!
How long?
Have compassion on
your servants!
Psalm 90:13

Be like those who are
waiting for their master
to return from the
wedding banquet, so
that they may open the
door for him as soon as
he comes and knocks.
Luke 12:36

So Christ, having been
offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear
a second time, not to
deal with sin, but to
save those who are
eagerly waiting for him.
Hebrews 9:28

Can you help?

In the Bridge

If you would like to write
an article or section of
the Bridge? It could be a
one off, or a regular spot
that you contribute.

Covid-19 has changed so much of our world.
Shopping, school, sport, so much is done differently
now. How we do church has changed dramatically as
well. It wasn’t juts our Sunday services that had to hit
pause, but all of our regular face-to-face ministries.

What do you think?

This impacts the Bridge, as many of it’s pages were
dedicated to sharing different aspects of the life and
ministry of Christ Church.

As we finalise the new
design of the Bridge,
any feedback on the
layout or content would
be most welcome.

At this stage we are not
committing to printing every
issue of the Bridge in colour.
That may be reserved for
special editions or select
pages. However, thanks to
the reduced costs with the
new printer, to print the
entire Bridge in colour costs
around 50c per copy. A few
donations would go a long
way to helping every copy
go out in technicolour!

Thankfully we have a wide range of content planned
for the Bridge which will help round out our pages until
our regular activities resume. These include:
•

Ministry spots and reports (as they resume!)

•

Notices for upcoming ministry opportunities

•

Book/Film/Podcast reviews and recommendations

•

Regular reflections from the wider Ministry Team

•

Interviews with Parishioners

•

Short reports from our link missionaries (the
Snibsons and Geldarts) and partner agencies
(BCA, CMS, ABM, SparkLit & the Bible Society)

•

Photo pages

•

Parish Council reports and parish snapshots

•

Kids pages

•

From the Archives
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Silence Is Not Golden!
On a Tuesday the church used to be filled
with the sound of singing, here’s why:

Sing for Joy
As the name suggests, this group is all about getting
together for the simple pleasure of singing. There is no
need to be able to carry a tune, sing in key or even
keep time (though there are some amazing voices that
do take part). The songs sung vary from traditional to
modern, and in-between, resulting in an impressive
repertoire! On occasion members of Sing for Joy help
lead sections of our 9am service on Sundays,
introducing and teaching new songs, providing a
reflective note to communion or just helping us raise
the roof!

mainly music
Tuesday mornings also saw the church Narthex and
Hall invaded by a horde of little people and their
families! Mainly music has been running at Christ
Church for over five years and is one of our key
connections with young families in the area. Sessions
are filled with simple songs and rhymes, with lots of
actions and activities to keep little bodies engaged.
Following the singing we move into the Hall for
morning tea and a chance to run around and play.

Please pray for both these ministries which
provide a vital connection with our
community. Pray that when the time is right,
they will restart well.
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For more info about
Sing for Joy
contact Jan Wood
5480 9435

For more info about
mainly music
contact
Rev. George
0408 598 648
5482 1105
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July 2019
As we consider the past two years here in Darwin
including three and a half months at Ngukurr, we have
a mixture of feelings. Surprise that the time has gone
so quickly, yet a feeling that we have learnt and
experienced so much. It seems that we have packed
in many new adventures, formed twice as many
friendships and acquaintances and are constantly
learning new aspects of culture, language. We feel
privileged and at times daunted by the task ahead
here and are constantly thrown onto Him for his mercy
and strength.
Please pray for us for the way ahead…
Giving thanks for…
•

Two years of growth and learning along with
deepening relationships here in the Territory

•

Derek having significant conversations as chaplain
at the Department of Fisheries

•

New people attending our weekly bible study at
the Rehab Centre

Asking God for…
•

For many of the folk from Darwin who have
returned home for funerals. This is the Funeral
Season in remote communities.

•

For our Ministry Development Team planning
events for the rest of this year, including visits to
the remote communities.
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Derek & Rosemary
Snibson
Serving in the NT
with CMS Australia
To receive the full
update from the
Snibsons email:
drsnibson@cms.org.au

(or contact the
church office)

Student’s Spot
Jacob Kelly

Jacob Kelly
Student Minister
jacob@christchurchechuca.org

Work Days
Wednesday, Friday & Sunday

Some have asked me recently, ‘What is it like going to
Bible College during the Pandemic?’ I often answer
with a response along the lines of ‘Well, it is nice not
to be travelling to Melbourne’ or ‘It is good but it is a
lot of time in front of the computer.’ However, the
frequency of this question has made me reflect deeper
on what I have noticed about the people and the
environment that I am exposed to through attending a
Theological College. The first thing that I would like to
share is the posture of the people at Bible College
during COVID-19. Over the last couple of months,
many people throughout the world have asked
themselves, ‘Where is God during COVID-19?’.
However, what is interesting is that for the people in
the Bible College community, the question has not
been ‘Where is God?’, but rather ‘What is God doing
through COVID-19?’ or more specifically asked, “What
is God doing in his church during COVID-19?’ This
changes the question significantly and though it
seems narrow minded, actually gives us as Christians
hope during a time which lacks hope. For the question
acknowledges the Christian believe that no matter
what, God rules over the world. Indeed, it has been
interesting to hear how God has been working in and
blessing his church. I have heard several of my fellow
students who are church leaders tell of how their
church has been blessed during COVID-19. Some
have had their church attendance grow online, their
ability to serve the poor increase, their outreach
ministries extend; all during the heat of a Pandemic.
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I have heard very encouraging stories of how people
have approached the church seeking a good God,
during their time of turmoil. All of these things come to
light, when people come together with a posture of
trust towards God. Trust which is ultimately rooted in
God’s promises that; he has delivered us from
darkness (Col 1:13-14), he will not forsake his church
(Matt 16:18), that his people will not be put to shame
(Romans 10:11), and he will send the Holy Spirit to his
people as a helper, encourager, comforter and guide
(Joel 2:28:32, Acts 2:1-47, and John 14:15-31).

Joel 2:28-32
“Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on
all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, and your young men shall see
visions. Even on the male and female
slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
I will show portents in the heavens and on
the earth, blood and fire and columns of
smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness,
and the moon to blood, before the great
and terrible day of the LORD comes. Then
everyone who calls on the name of the
LORD shall be saved.”
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Christ Church Candid Shots

The new courtyard surface
Behind the scenes with Smudge
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People of the Parish
A chance to get to know one another
How long have you been coming to Christ Church?
For around five years now.
What first brought you along?
My husband, John, had passed away and Rev. Glenis
conducted a lovely service for him and we interred his
ashes in the memorial garden.
What is your favourite hymn?
There are so many! In Christ Alone, probably.
What is your favourite part of the church service?
The sermons and sharing communion.
What’s one special memory you have of the church?
A big special memory is of all the lovely friends I’ve
made! I remember one Sunday a little boy sitting down
beside me, putting his arm around me and saying
‘Hello’ We’ve been great friends ever since.
(Editor’s note - that little boy was Micah Hemmings who
conducted this interview!)

What will you miss about Echuca?
All the friends I’ve made in Echuca over the last 29
years, especially those at Christ Church and the CWA.
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Meet Jan Main
Please pray for Jan as
she moves to Adelaide.
Her new address will be
Villa 55, Kalyra Village
18 Tolmer Road
Woodside SA 5244
0419 982 469

P.R.A.Y.
Vision 2030 Prayer
You have set before us a bold
vision for the future.
Give us the wisdom to discern
what is best,
Grant us the courage to move
forward in faith,
Strengthen and sustain us for
the ministry ahead,
Supply all the resources and
gifts we need.
Grow our faith and guide our
prayers,
For we believe that you are
able to do all of this, and more,
We humbly ask that you would
use us to grow your Kingdom,
And enable us to give all that
we have for your glory,
In Jesus name, Amen.

If you have a
prayer request,
please contact a
member of the
ministry team
(5482 1105)
or reach out to the
Prayer Chain

We know how important it is to have a balanced diet if we want
to be physically healthy. In the same way, if we want to be
spiritually healthy it is important that our prayers be balanced.
To help us not be one-sided, through July in our services we’ve
been looking at how we can, and should, pray. This page in the
Bridge will focus on continuing that focus on prayer. To kick it
off, here’s a summary of what we’ve seen…

Praise
Almost every prayer in the Bible begins by focusing on
God and glorifying him. It’s good for us to do the same
and to remember who we are talking to when we pray!
Many of the Psalms help us to see just how great and
glorious God is and can guide our prayers of praise.

Repent
When we pray we should also own up to who we are,
broken, sinful and fallen. We take all these things to
God in prayer, seeking his mercy and forgiveness,
which we find when we put our faith in Jesus.

Ask
We can, and should bring our needs and concerns
before God. We also are called to intercede on behalf
of others, to seek God’s mercy and grace for our
friends, families and neighbours, for the poor and
powerless, the sick, the lonely and the hurting.

Yield
Finally, we acknowledge that God is in control and we
submit to his will and his desire for us. We pray, with
Jesus, ‘Not my will, but thine be done’ Amen!
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Communion
At least at the time of writing, we are not able to hold
services in the church. While online services, zoom
hang outs and chats on the phone help, in some ways
there are a shadow of what we normally enjoy.
In our recent survey, when we asked members of
Christ Church what they most missed about coming
to church, not surprisingly the top answer (in various
forms) was gathering with others. Hopefully that’s
something we’ll be able to do soon, even though it
won’t be quite in the way that we used to and the
amount of people who can gather at any one time will
be limited!
Almost equally, people responded that they missed
sharing in Communion. We recognise that partaking in
the sacrament is a gift from God and is a vital source
of spiritual comfort, renewal and strength. As such,
while we cannot gather for services at the church,
both Rev. George and Rev. Glenis are available to
celebrate Communion in small groups in people’s
homes. (Subject of course to hygiene guidelines and
whatever restrictions on gatherings are at the time).
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would like
to receive Communion at home, or if you’re able to
host a small gathering at your place.
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To arrange a home
communion visit,
please contact the
Church Office
(5482 1105)
or Rev. George
(0408 598 648)

Birthdays

Calendar

2nd Adrian Foster
4th Roy Bell
5th Caroline Jones
5th Norma Young
10th Beryl Mowatt
12th Billy Bell
14th Gwen Berryman
14th Luke Murrells
20th Margaret Spiers
20th Rosemary Peat
22nd Andrea Doddrell

While these events might not be on at the
moment, please pray that in God’s grace
they will be able to resume in good time
and that those who normally attend will
return
Regular Events
Sunday

9am Traditional Service
11am All-Age Service

Tuesday

9am mainly music
11am Sing for Joy
1:30pm KYB

Wednesday

11am Communion Service

Thursday

9am – 3pm Op Shop open

Friday

9am – 3pm Op Shop open

24th Glenn Murrells
30th Lyn Butler

Anniversaries

14th Polly & Ian Harrison
14th Mae & Roy Vincent
14th Elaine & Arthur
Murphy

Special Events

Baptisms

3rd Friday

10am Service at Wharparilla Lodge
11am Service at Glanville Village

4th Friday

10am Service at BUPA
11am Service at Southern Cross

Funerals
Weddings
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Standing On Their Shoulders
Written by Rhys Bezzant
We live in an age when, even in the church, we know
more about sports stars, superheroes and celebrities
than we do about the historical heroes of the Christian
faith. This book seeks to address that issue, by
presenting short accounts of the lives of twelve
individuals who have had a lasting impact on the
Christian faith. We might recognise a few of the names
such as Augustine, Martin Luther, Thomas Cranmer
and Billy Graham. Other figures might be less well
known, but have had no less an impact, such as
Athanasius, Jonathan Edwards and Pandita Ramabai.
Sometimes their strengths drove their story,
sometimes their weaknesses, but all have had a
profound impact on the church and the world.
The book is very accessible, it’s very clearly written,
the language is simple and you don’t need to already
be a church historian in order to pick it up. Rhys also
provides a series of questions at the end of each
biography to help us reflect on the connections
between their lives and faith and our own.
The book reminds us that we are part of the big story
of God’s work in the world and that we don’t go it
alone but stand together, with, and on, the shoulders
of those who have gone before. From these figures we
can draw courage and receive spiritual nurture as we
contend for the faith today.
Rev. George J. Hemmings

Christ Church Anglican, Echuca

George has a few
copies of the book
for anyone who
would like to
borrow it.

Sunday Services
9am Traditional
11am All-Age

Parish Priest
Rev. George J. Hemmings
0408 598 648
george@christchurchechuca.org

Wednesday
11am Communion

Honorary Associate Minister
Rev. Glenis Traill

Pastoral Visits

glenis@christchurchechuca.org

By request

Student Minister
Jacob Kelly

jacob@christchurchechuca.org

Prayer Chain
Marlain Glanville
5482 3582

Church Office
500 High Street, Echuca
5482 1105

Pastoral Care
Lena Vicary
5482 3401

info@christchurchechuca.org
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Op Shop
Leanne Stafford
0407 889 707
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